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O HUKNVOTKOC OIKIOHOC TNG BouvTtevnc anoTeAEi pia amo Tig
ONUOVTIKOTEPEC EYKATOOTACEIC TNC TEPIPEPEING TOU
Muknvaiko0 KOOUOU, HE XPHRON Tou OlfpKnoe oxedov
TEVTOKOala Xpovia (1500-1000 1. X).

H emiAoyr) Tng BEang dev rtav tuxaia. O EAEYXOC TOL AVOIXTOU
mpo¢ Tn BdAacca opidovia Kol Twv YyUpw XEPCUIWV
TMEPOCUATWY, N QUOIKI) 0XVPWON TOU TMAATWHOTOC MTOPTJ,
Omou [BpioKeETal O OIKIOMOC Kol 1 UTOPEN TOU MOAAKOU
TETPWHOTOC (KILIAIG) OTOPOITNTOU Y10 TN 01GVOIEN BOAOUWTWV
TAQWV EiVO1 OPICUEVO ATIO TA XOPOKTNPIOTIKA TNG TTEPIOXNE IOV
EMAIEAV ONUOVTIKO POAO OXI OVO TNV €MIAoyn NG BEong yia
TNV idpucn TOU OIKICUOD OAAG KOl 0TV OTMOTEAECUATIKI)
TPOOTOCIO KAl TNV EKUETAAAELON TWV OIABECIHWY
TTAOUTOTIOPOYWYIKWV TINYWV .

O oIKIopO¢ ot Béan Mnoptdl amoTeAODTE TOV KEVTPIKO
TIUPNVA KOl O€ TIEPITTWAN KIVOUVOU «KOTOPUYI0», UIAC CEIPAC
UIKPOTEPWY CUVOIKIOUWVY TIOL NTOV OVATTUYUEVOL 0T TEQIVA
TUAHOTa TNE YOPW TEPIOXNC. OIKOGOUIKA OTOIXEID OUTWV TWV
OLVOIKIOUWV £XOLV OMOKOALQBEL 0€ d1APOPa aNUEIn KOTA TNV
JIGPKELD CWATIKWV OVATKAPWV.

ATOQOOIOTIKO £MioNE POAO Y1 TNV idpLAON TOU OIKICHOV 0TN
B€an Mnoptd €naiée kat n duvatotTnTa d1EEGAOL TOL TPOC TN
BdAacoa PHEGW QUOIKOL AIROVIOD TIOU LUTIRPXE 0T B€0n TOu
ONUEPIVOU EAOLC TNCAYUIAC.

NOTIOOVOATOAIKA TOU OIKIOUOU, OTIC BECEIC LE TO TOTWVOIN
Aypamidid kot ApuydoAid, PpioKeTal TO VEKPOTOPEIO TOU
OIKIGHOU IOV KOTOAAUBAVEL EKTOON 18 OTPEUUATWY. H TTPWTN
€PELVO TOU XWPOU TpaypoToTOoIRBNKE T0 1923 amd tov N.
Kunapioon, o onoio¢ avéokaye WIKPO aplBud BoAaUOTwY
TAdewv otn 0¢éon Aypamidld Kal OUVEXIOTNKE TAEOV
OoLOTNUOTIKA oo Tov A. KoAwva Katd ta £ 1988-1994 Kai
2004-2007 pe TNV €peuva 78 taewv atn B¢on ApvydaAid. Ot
Ta@ol XpovoAoyouvtal otnv YEIIB-YEIIT mepiodo (1500-
1050 1.X), 0€ JEPIKEG, OE, MEPITTIWAOEIC N XPrON TOUG OIOPKEI
HEXPI TNV LTIOULKNVATKH ETIOXT).

2T0 vekpotageio tn¢ Bolvtevng ouvavid Kaveig
EVOL0PEPOLON TIOIKIAIC OXNUATWVY BOAAUWTWVY TAQWY. O1 TAQOL
4 Ko 75 e&aITiOC TV OPXITEKTOVIKWV AETTOUEPEIV TOUG KOl
TWV PEYOAWV OlAOTACEWY TOUC TPEMEL va AVAKAV OF
a&lwpatoLXouC TN LUKNVOTKAG eykatdoTtaonc Tng Bouvtevnc.
Ol veKpoi GLVOSEDOVTAV OTIO AVTIKEILEVO KOBNUEPIVIC XProNG
(ayyeia, Koopruata, EpyaAgia, OMA Kol OKELN) XPAOIKO OTN
() KOl amapaitnTo - OMWE TOTELAV - 0TO LETOBAVATIO TS DI,

H LEAETN TWV OVTIKEIPEVWV OUTWV OMOKAALYE OTOIXEID IOV
LTIOANAWVOLV TOV TAOUTO KOl TNV ELNUEPIN TWV KATOIKWY TNG
BolOvtevng, TIC EUMOPIKEC KOl TIOAITIOTIKEG EMAPEC ME OANEC
TEPIOXEC, KOVTIVEC (Meaanvia, Aakwvia, ApyoAida, Kopivoia)
1 o pakpive (Kpnn, ItaAia, ZuponaAaiotivr, AVOTOAIN) Kal
avodEIKVUOUY TOV OIKIOUO TNn¢ Bolvtevng w¢ éva amoudaio
HUKNVOIKO KEVTPO TNGAXaTaC.

AEPOPWTOYPAPIO TOU VEKPOTOPEIOU.
Aerial view of the cemetery.

AEPOPWTOYPAPIO TOL OIKIGUOU.
Aerial view of the settlement.

XOPOAKTNPIOTIKI KEPOUEIKN KOOUNMOTO KOl OTIAQ OO TO VEKPOTAPEIO.
Characteristic pottery jewelry and weapons from the cemetery.

The mycenaean settlement at Voundeni is one of the most
prominent sites in the periphery of the mycenaean world.
Excavations in the cemetery and the settlement have established
that human presence here for almost 500 years (1500-1000
B.C.).

The choice of this particular location has not been accidental.
Control of the open horizon, towards the sea and land passages,
the naturally fortified hill at Bortzi where the settlement was, ,
fertile soils, well irrigated by the natural springs of the region and
the existence of the soft rock (locally called kimilia) in which the
tombs were carved are some of the advantages that have led to
the selection of this location, as well as for its effective
protection, exploitation of the available resources and long term
prosperity of its inhabitants.

The settlement at Bortzi was the nucleus of a number of
smaller hamlets along the surrounding plains and the
population's “refuge” in case of an emergency. Remains of these
hamlets have come to light in various locations during rescue
excavations.

The selection of Bortzi as an occupation site was further
supported by the access provided to the sea through the harbor in
present-day Ayia swamp, on the coast north of the mycenaean
settlement. This harbor occupied the estuary formed by the
deposits of river Meilichos.

\Voundeni's cemetery lies southeast of the settlement, at the
localities called Agrapidia and Amygdalia. It occupies an area of
1.8 hectares. N. Kyparissis was the first to investigate the site in
1923, having excavated a small number of tombs at Agrapidia.
Research continued on a systematic basis by L. Kolonas during
the periods 1988-1994 and 2004-2007, resulting in the
excavation of 75 tombs at Amygdalia. The tombs date between
the LH 1I1B and LH 111C periods (1500-1050 B.C.), while some of
them were still used into the succeeding sub-mycenaean period
(ca.1000B.C.).

An interesting variety of chamber tomb shapes has been
brought to light in Voundeni's cemetery. The largest ones are
tombs 4 and 75, which, judging by their architectural details and
their large dimensions, must have been used by members of the
settlement’s elite. Most of the burials were accompanied by
grave offerings, usually every-day use objects, such as pots,
jewelry, tools, weapons and various implements useful to the
deceased in the journey to the underworld.

The study of these artifacts has revealed data that manifest the
wealth and prosperity of the mycenaean population at Voundeni
and their commercial and cultural contacts with neighboring as
well as more distant regions, such as Messenia, Laconia, Argolid,
Corinthia and further away to Crete, Italy, Syro-Palestine and
Anatolia. Such evidence highlights the importance of the site and
designates Voundeni as a most significant center in mycenaean
Achaia.



