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To pvnueio Tipiy, Katd TNV SIAPKELA Kal UETA TNV OAOKANPWON TWV AVACTNAWTIKWY EMEUBACEWV

The monument before, during and after the restoration interventions

[240]

- —
—
-—
———

epoc Naoc Ay. [ letpou

Kaotavia Mavng | Kastania, Mani

vaocg Tou Ayiou [Metpou, To apxaldtepo amd Ta O&ka
BulavTtiva pvnueia T¢ MeyaAng Kaotaviag, ouviota
TO ONMAVTIKOTEPO mMapAdelypa NG AEYOMEVNG
EAadikng XxoAn¢ tng Pulaviivii¢ apXITEKTOVIKAG OTN
Meoonviakn / ‘E€w Mavn. Avrikel 0TOV QPXITEKTOVIKO TUTIO
TWV A7TAWV TETPAKIOVIWY OTAUPOEIBWY EYYEVOAUMEVWV UE TOOUAO
KalXPOoVvoAoyeitatotoy Té€Tapto Tou 120u aiwva. > Ta QUTIKA
TOU TTPOOTEDNKE YUpWw OTa PEoa Tou 130U alwva vapdnkag
LUE HOPPN OTOAC, EVW TO EVIUTTWOIAKO TPIWPOPO TTUPYOEIDEC
KWOWVOOTAOIO KATAOKEUAOTNKE, OUUPWVA HPE avAyAupn
emypa@ry, To 1813. To uvnueio owler oxedov ABIKTO onuavTiko
LEOOC TOU YAUTTTOU TOU OIAKOOOU TTOU TTEQIAQUBAVEL Ta KIoVO-
Koava Twv TEO0ApwV Kidvwy, To B0pwua tne Outikric B0pac Tou
vaoU Kal TO TEUTTAO.

>ToV (Wypa@Ilkd OIAKOOUO Tou vaou avayvwpilovtal TECOEPIC
PAOELC. To TToWTO Kal To OEUTEPO OTPWUA avayovtal otn fulavtivr
nepiodo, evw éva tplito ustaBulavtivo otpwua (18o¢ at,) evrori-
(etal otnv apida TG mpodfeonc. >Ta PETATIOAEUIKA XPovIa
TUAMUA TWV TOIXOYPAPIWY UTTEOTN A KaKOTeXVN emCwypa@lon, TO MEYAAUTEPO UEQOC TNC Onolag agalpednke Katd TNV mpooPaTn
OLVTNENON TOUC. 2& UeYOAUTEPN €kTaon owdletal To OeUTELO OTPWUA (WYOAPIKIC TTOU OUVIOTA KAl THV KOPla GAon TolXoypA®nong
ToU vaoU. Xpovoloye(tal, BAOEL TEXVOTPOTTIKWY Kal EIKOVOYPAPIKWY KOITNEIWY, 0TO SeUTELO LIOO TOU 140U aiwva KAl armnXEl TIC TAOEIC TNC
LVNUEIOKACS CYPAPIKAC 0TNV TTEPIOXN Tou MuoTed KaTd TNV OYIun maAaloAoyela mep{odo. Katd TI¢ mpOopaTEC E0YA0{EC OLVTHEPNONG
QTTOKOAU@BNKAV TPIa OTPWHATA TOIXOYPAPIWY KAl OTOV XWEO TOU VAPONKaA, OAa Twv BulavTiviov XpOVwV.

O vaog TIpLV TIC avaoTNAWTIKEC EQYAOIEC

The church before the restoration interventions

O vaodg, o€ kakn Katdotaon olaTrnenong éwg 1o 2012, avtipetwride cofapd SoOUoOTATIKA Kal OIKOOOUIKA TTOORARUOTA, EVW O VAPONKAC
KIvOUVEUE AuEoa e KatGppevon. To 2012 ekmovriBnke amd TO EMOTNUOVIKO TOOOWTIKO TNG 26n¢ EBA n UeAéTn avaotniwong tou vaou
Kat ouvtripnong tou (wypaikol Tou dlakoouou. To pvnMEio amokataotdOnke petaél Twv etwv 2013 kat 2014 HE HéEPIMVA TOU
YuppBouliov Apxitektovikng KAnpovopidg tng EAAHNIKHX ETAIPEIAX MepiBadAAovTtoc Kat MoMTIGMOU Kal TOV GUVTOVIGUO TN
AevBuvtplag tng 26n¢ EBA kag Evayyeliag MnAiton-Kexayia. Ot epyaoiec amokatdotaonc vAomomnOnkav amd tnv
Mvnpueotexvikn EME, uno v emifAePn tou apxitéktovog Xtavpou MapaloUkou kal Tou apxaitoAoyou MixdAn Kamma.
H ouvtripnon Tou (wypa@IKkou OIOKOCHOU TPAYHATOTTOINONKE and Tov ouvtnENTA épywv TéXvns Nwpeyo Mouotdkn). H ektéAeon tou
OAOU €0YOU, OUVOAIKOU KOOTOUC 447.400 €, KATEOTN EQIKTH XApN 0T YEVVaIOdwpn xopnyia tou Oavdon kat tng Mapivag Maptivou.

2TIC €pYyaoiec Tou mpayuatomowrionkav mepAapBAvoVTaV N OTEPEWON TWV TolXwV Kal TNS BoAodoulag Ue epapuoyr eVEUATWY Kal
EQAPUOYH OLOTAMATOC EAKUOTHPWY armd avoceidwTo XAAURA, N TIEQIOPIOUEVNC EKTAONC AVOKATAOKELN KATEOTPAUUEVWY TUNUATWY
TwV OPEWY, N AVAKATAOKEUN TNC OTEYNC UE XElpomoinTa kepauidla Kal oxIOTOMBIKEC TTAGKEC, N cuvtripnon Twv Bupwudtwy, Tou da-
mESOU Kal TOU PAPUAPIVOU TEUTTAOU, KABWC Kal N amoKaTaoTaon TwV KATEOTPAUUEVWY LAPUAPIVWY SIa@EAYUATWY Twv TTapabupwy,
oTa onofa evtaxBnkav dlatnpovpeva Aslipava Twv apXIKwy. EKTEAEOTNKAV ETIIITAEOV EKTETAUEVEC EQYACIEC OTOV TTEPIBANOVTA XWPEO
TOU PVNUEIOU TTPOKEIEVOU Va CA0PANIOTEL N KAAUTEEN duvatr| avadelén Tou, kabwg emiong Kal €pya avTioTHPEIENS KATA UAKOG TNC
vOTIag MAELPAC Tou. O MPOOEKTIKOC KaBapIopog Tou (wypa@ikol OIaKOOUOU OLVEBAAE OTNV ATTOKAAUYN TTOAAWY TTAPAOTACEWY TTOU
KaAUTTTOVTAV amo moxV OTpwiua aAdtwy avadelkvoovtag tn omoudaldtnta tou povadikol autol (wypapikol OUVOAOU TNG
TTAAQIOAOYEIQC TEXVNC.

H EAAHNIKH ETAIPEIA NMepidAAovtog & MoMTIOMOU — cwuaTeio
Un KeEOOOKOTIKO, LN KLPEEVNTIKO — aywviletat amd 1o 1972 yia tnv
mpooTacia Tou TEPIRANOVTOC, TNG GUONC KAl TNE TTOMTIOTIKAC Uag
KANOOVOUIAC.

napddetyua, o apxaiog mupyoc tne Kéag, n Todmela tng Movrig tou Oaoiou
AOUKQ, TO KaBOAIKO TNG MoVRC 2wTrpog 0To AAEMOXWEL ATTIKAC, O AYIOG
lwdavvnc o EAerjuwy oto Auyoupld ApyoAidog, o Aylog NIKOAAOC oTnV
Kaotavia Mavng, n Ayia Kuplakry otnv AneipavBo Na&ou, To kapmavaplo
Tou Aylou lewpylou Twv EAArVwV oTn Bevetia kat o Aylog MNavteAeruwy

>1a 40 Kat TTASoV Xpovia OpAoNn Lac dWoae TTOMNEC LAXEC, LEYANEC N
(Kizil Kilise) otnv Kammadok(a.

LIKOEC, OAEC ONUAVTIKEG. 2TOUC HEYANOUC AYWVEC OC OLYKATAAEYOVTAL N
(Opuon Tou Bahdoolou apkou ANovvrioou, N dldowon TnE MNMAAGkag (Evac
aywvag mou ouvexiletal), Tou Tomiou Twv AgApwy, Tou Notiou 2apwvIKoy,
™NC IMVAov, Twv MNpeomwy, Turuatog Tou Mapabwva, kabwc Kat N
nmpooTaocia Tou Ktrjpatog Tatoiou, mapadoolakwy oIKIouwWY (.. Kaotopld
Kal ' Yopa) kal TOAWVY AlyalormeAQyTIKWY VNOIWV.

H EAAET mpwTtootatel o€ aywveg eBvVIKAC onuaociag yia Tn owoTh
vouoBeoia og Bépata ywpotagiag, arylahov, daowv, mapadooIoKwY
OIKIOPWV K.Q..

Kal OAa autd x&pn otn cuvdpour| XIANAdWY TTOAITWV: XOpnywY,
EMOTNUOVWY, EBEAOVTWY, HEAWV Kal PIAWY paC.

[TapdAANAQ, dekddec onuavTikA pvnueia dlaowbnkav amd TNV Katdppeeuon

KAl TNV EYKATAAELPN, O OAN TN XWEA 1) EKTOC CUVOPWY, OTIWG, YIQ

%F
v /)
>
Lz
Tomodwy 28, 105 58 ABryva 7 - IRIOAY glr\ﬁ_ﬁ;“?leTIZMOY
1.21032 25245/ F. 210 32 25 240 3, -
EAAHNIKH ETAIPEIA  e-mail: elet@ellinikietairia.gr \ \*\ 26n E@opeia
MepiBaAlovtog kai MNMoAitiopou Bulavtivv Apxalorr']va

www.ellet.gr |3}

Church of St. Peter

he church of St. Peter, Agios Petros, the oldest of

the ten Byzantine monuments at Megali Kastania,

is the mostimportant example of the so-called
Helladic school of Byzantine architecture in the
Messinian / Exo Mani. It is a cross-in-square domed
church of the four-columned variant that dates back
to the third quarter of the 12th century. A narthex,
in the form of a porticus, was added to the west side of
the monument in the mid-13th century; the impressive
three-storey (castellated) bell tower was constructed in
1813, according to a carved inscription. A substantial part
of the sculptural decoration of the monument is almost
intact, including the capitals of the four columns, the frame
(doorway) of the western door and the marble iconostasis.
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O vaog HETA TIC AVAOTNAWTIKEG EPYAOIEC

Four phases can be identified in the painted decoration
of the church. The first and second layers date back to
the Byzantine period, while a third, post-Byzantine phase
(18th c.) can be seen in the conch of the prothesis. In the
postwar years, part of the frescoes suffered a botched overpainting, most of which was removed during their recent conservation. The
second layer of paintings, preserved to a greater extent, represents the main phase of the wall decoration of the monument. On the basis of
stylistic and iconographic criteria, it can be dated to the second half of the 14th century and reflects the trends of monumental painting
in the region of Mystra during the Late Palaiologan period. Three layers of wall paintings, all of the Byzantine period, were revealed in
the narthex during the recent conservation work.

The church after the restoration interventions

In a poor state of conservation until 2012, the church faced serious structural and construction problems, while its narthex was in
danger of immediate collapse. In 2012, the study for the restoration of the monument and the conservation of its paintings was prepared
by the scientific staff of the 26th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities. The church was restored in 2013-2014 thanks to the care of the
Council of Architectural Heritage of ELLINIKI ETAIRIA - Society for the Environment and Cultural Heritage and the coordination
of the Director of the 26th EBA, Evangelia Militsi-Kechagia. Restoration work was carried out by Mnimeiotechniki Ltd., under the
supervision of the architect Stavros Mamaloukos and the archaeologist Michalis Kappas. The conservation of the wall paintings
was untertaken by the art conservator Giorgos Moustakis. The completion of the entire project, whose total cost was 447,400¢€,
was made possible thanks to the most generous donation by Thanassis and Marina Martinos.

The work performed included the consolidation of the walls and vaulting by injections of grout, the installation of a system of stainless-
steel tie-beams, the limited reconstruction of damaged sections of the facades, the reconstruction of the roof with handmade tiles and
slates, the consolidation of the door frames, the floor and the marble iconostasis, and the restoration of the damaged marble partitions
of the windows, incorporating their original existing fragments. Moreover, additional work was performed in the area surrounding the
monument in order to ensure the best possible setting for it, and retaining works were carried out along the south side. Meticulous
cleaning of the frescoes contributed to the discovery of many scenes that had been covered by a thick layer of limescale, highlighting
the importance of this unique Palaiologan ensemble of paintings.

abroad, such as the ancient tower in Kea, the refectory of the Hosios Luke
Monastery (Boeotia), the Saviour in Alepochori (Attica), St. John in Lygourio
(Argolis), St. Nicholas in Kastania (Mani), St. Kyriaki in Apeiranthos (Naxos),
the bell tower of San Giorgio dei Greci in Venice and the Church of St.
Panteleimon (Kizil Kilise) in Cappadocia.

ELLINIKI ETAIRIA - Society for the Environment and Cultural Heritage
— a non-profit NGO — has since 1972 been active in the fight for the
preservation of the natural environment and the cultural heritage of
Greece.

During the last 40 years ELLINIKI ETAIRIA has fought many battles. Among
the major ones we must include the establishment of the Marine Park of
Alonissos, the saving of Plaka (a struggle that continues to this day), the
Delphi landscape, the Southern Saronic Gulf, Pylos, the Prespa lakes, part
of the Marathon area, and the protection of the Tatoi Estate, of traditional
villages such as Kastoria and Hydra and of many Aegean islands.

ELLINIKI ETAIRIA - Society for the Environment and Cultural Heritage is

in the forefront of efforts to achieve satisfactory legislation and proper
land use and coastal planning regulations as also proper treatment of
traditional architecture and forests, all of fundamental importance to the
future of Greece.

At the same time dozens of monuments have been saved from
demolition, decay and abandonment, throughout the country as well as

And all these thanks to the contributions and cooperation of sponsors,
scientists, volunteers, members and friends.

J

5)

i

MINISTRY OF CULTURE
AND SPORTS

26th Ephorate
of Byzantine Antiquities

i

ELLINIKI ETAIRIA

Society for the Environment
and Cultural Heritage

28 Tripodon St., GR - 105 58 Athens I
1.21032 25245/ F 21032 25 240
e-mail: elet@ellinikietairia.gr
www.ellet.gr &

.Ir.
1

O Toixoypa@IkOC S1AKOOUOC TOU vaoU TIPIV Kal LETA TIC EPYACIEC CUVTAPNONG

The frescoes of the church before and after the conservation interventions
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